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PREFACE. 


ーー 


The purpose of the founders of the Union Theological 
School of Tokiyo was a double one: besides affording 
instruction to successive classes of students, it was ex- 
pected that the various professors should prepare a series 
of text-books for the use of candidates for the ministry. 
The latter intention found the beginning of its fulfil- 
ment in an adaptation of Van Oosterzee's Theology of 
the New Testament by the Rev. James L. Amerman. 
This was followed by a work on the Pentateuch from the 
hand of the Rev. Samuel G. Mc Laren, and by one on the 
Catechism by the Rev. George William Knox. The 
present volume claims a place in the same line. 

In the original distribution of the work of the institu- 
ton, the department of New Testament Exegesis was 
assigned to the undersigned, who accordingly delivered 
to a number of classes a course of lectures upon the 
Life of Christ. Some three years ago however, when 


the Faculty had availed themselves of the services of 





PREFACE. 


the Rev. Ibuka Kajinosuke as a fellow instructor, an 
opportunity was afforded which the present writer 
gladly embraced. It was arranged with Mr. Ibuka that 
lectures should be furnished him written out in full in 
English, with the understanding that he should deliver 
them in Japanese to the classes under his charge and 
subsequently prepare his work for publication. The 
volume now offered to the public is the result of this 
arrangement ; and it is only just to Mr. Ibuka to repeat 
that the credit of the translation into Japanese belongs 


solely to him. 


WILLIAM IMBRIE. 


Princeton, June 18th, 1884. 
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